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Dear Ms. Duncan: '73'. g =]

_ Attached please find the response of the Decidedly Unhappy Mainstream Patriots
Rejecting Evil-Mongering Incompetent Democrats Political Action Committee to MUR 6213.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.
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5050005
Washington DC | Narthern Virginia | New Jerssy | New York | Dallas | Denvar | Ancherage | Ochs | Abu Dhabi



100644271772

MUR 6213:
Response of the Decidedly Unhappy Mainstream Patriots Rejecting Evil-mongering Incompetent Democrats
Polltical Action Committes

Page 1 of 6
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Because the Complainant’s charges have no basis in fact or law, we request that the
Commission dismiss the above-captioned matter prompdy. Respondent (“the PAC”) has included
disclaimers on all public communications as required by law, and its current Statement of
Organization on file with the Commission shows its full name as the Decidedly Unhappy
Mainstream Patriots Rejecting Evil-mongering Incompetent Democrats Political Action Committee.
To the extent the Commission finds any violation, it is purely technical and not worthy of the
Commission’s limited resources.
FACTS
The PAC was formed as “Dump Reid Political Action Committee” on August 17, 2009. On
September 18, 2009, the PAC filed 20 amended Form 1 to clarify that its full and proper name is the
“Decidedly Unhappy Mainstream Patriots Rejecting Evil-mongering Incompetent Democrats
Political Action Committee,” and that “Dump Reid” is an acronym oz abbreviation. Ser Attachment
A. As permitted by law, the PAC maintains an ongoing fundesising project known as the “Dump
Reid PAC”
At no point has the PAC distributed public communications lacking a disclaimer as required
by 2 USC § 441d and 11 CFR § 110.11. The PAC's official website, www.dumpzeid.com, includes a
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proper “paid for by” and “not suthotized by” disclaimer. The website www.dumpharzty.com is not
owned or paid for by the PAC.

LEGAL ARGUMENT
A.  The PAC's Website and Printed Materials Contain the Proper Disclaimers.

The PAC’s printed mailings and website conform to federal law and Commission regulations
with respect to required disclaimers. See 11 CFR § 110.11

8 ‘The PAC’s Printed Mailer Contsins the Proper Disclaimers.

Contrary to the Complainant’s allegation, the only mailing the PAC has ever distributed
contains the required disclaimers. The printed materials attached to the Complaint are a draft of
what was later distributed. Complainant appears to have procured the dmaft through unknown
channels. Tellingly, the Complainant does not assert that it obtained its attachment from any
individual who received it as part of & public distribution.

The piece sctually distributed contained a full and propet disclaimer:

PAID FOR BY AND AUTHORIZED BY DUMP REID PAC AND NOT AUTHORIZED BY
ANY CANDIDATE OR CANDIDATE'S COMMITTEE. (WWW.DUMPREID.COM)

Ses Attachment B. This disclaimer provides (1) the entity name on file with the Commission at the
time of the mailing, s 11 CFR § 110.11(c); (2) that the communication is not suthorized by a
candidate, s 11 CFR 110.11(b)(3); and (3) the PAC’s website address, s# 11 CFR § 110.11(b)(3).
No other legal requirements apply.

2, ‘The PAC’s Website Containg the Propet Disclsimers.

Following is the full and proper disclsimer that appears on www.dumpreid.com, s
Attachment C:
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PAID FOR BY DUMP REID PAC
AND NOT AUTHORIZED BY ANY CANDIDATE OR CANDIDATE'S COMMITTEE
A SPECIAL PROJECT OF THE DECIDEDLY UNHAPPY MAINSTREAM PATRIOTS
REJECTING EVIL-MONGERING INCOMPETENT DEMOCRATS PAC
WWW.DUMPREID.COM

This disclaimer provides (1) the entity name, s 11 CFR § 110.11(c); (2) that the communication is
not suthorized by a candidate, s 11 CFR 110.11(b)(3); and (3) the PAC's website address and
physical address, s 11 CFR § 110.11(b)(3). No other legal requirements apply.

Prior to the public relesse of the website, beginning August 4, 2009, the initial “splash page”
contsined only 2 short disclaimer stating that the site was “psid for by” Dump Reid PAC, the name
then on file with the FEC. Other pages on the website, including the PAC’s coatribution collection
page, did contain a full and complete disclaimer including the required “suthotized by” langusge
putsuant to 11 CFR § 110.11(b)(3). On September 11, 2009, the “splash page” was updated to
include s full disclaimer, as the Complainant grudgingly admits. Even during the shaort interim
petiod, there could be no question concerning the identity of the sponsaring entity—the entity’s
contact information, name, and contribution information were all included on the website. It was
equally clear that the site, which is highly critical of Senator Harry Reid, was not affiliated with his
campaign.

To the extent this bricf period could possibly be considered a technical violation of its
regulations, the Commission should not, as seversl Commissioners have previously stated, waste its
resources chasing such a frivolous Complsint. Ses Ellen L. Weintraub, Steven T. Walther, # o MUR
5651 Statement of Reasons (“An sgency generally cannot act against each technical violation of the
statute it is chasged with enfoecing.”) (citations and quotations omitted); Steven T. Walther, Ellen L.
Weintraoh, f «f MUR 5595 Statement of Ressons (*Under the circumstances, even if s technical
violstion of [2 USC 441d] could be proven, the matter does not represent a sufficiently serious
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matter to devote the resources to pursue.”); Ellen L. Weintraub, « &) MUR 5523 Statement of
Reasons (dismissing alleged disclaimer enforcement matter as low priority).

With respect to www.dumphatzy.com, this website is owned and operated by an individual
(Chatles Muth), and not by the PAC. The PAC neither controls noe funds www.dumphatry.com.
The PAC is certainly not prohibited from linking to the page on its own website, which it does pay
for, and the Complainant does not argue otherwise.

B.  The PAC’s Name Does Not Violate the Law.

“Dump Reid” Political Action Committee filed its initial Form 1 with the Commission on
August 17, 2009. That filing was accepted without any notification from the Repotts Analysis
Division or any other Division of the Commission that the PAC’s name was somehow contrary to
Commission regulations. On September 18, 2009, only thérly deys later, the PAC filed an amended
Form 1 to clarify that its full and proper name is the “Decidedly Unhappy Msinstream Patriots
Rejecting Evil-mongering Incompetent Democrats Political Action Committee.” Sar Attachment A.
‘The PAC maintains an ongoing fundraising project known as the “Dump Reid PAC.”

1.  The PAC is Permitted to Maintain a Fundraising Project
Known as “Dump Reid” PAC.

The law permits 2 PAC to maintsin an ongoing fundmising project that includes the proper
name of s federl officeholder. Ser 11 CFR § 102.14(b)(3). As the Commission made clear in
Advisory Opinion 1995-9 (NewtWatch):

In contrast to the committee name restrictions, a candidate’s name may be used in
ﬁcﬂdeofacpeudpqectopumdbynnmﬂmudmf&emea
title cleady and unambiguously shows opposition to the named candidate. 11 CFR
102.14(b)(3). The openstion of s World Wide Web site would be considered a
project of the Committee. Here, the Commission notes that under the regulations,
phtases showing clear and unambiguous opposition to a candidate ate not limited to
specific words such as “defeat” or “oppose.” The use of the term “wutch,” when
coupled with a candidate’s name, conveys clear and unambiguous opposition to the
candidate being watched. “NewtWatch” connotes yout view that Speaker Gingrich
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needs to be kept under careful and constant close scrutiny, and your view that users
need to be on the alert or to be on their guard with respect to Speaker Gingrich.
Accordingly, the Act and Commission regulations do not prohibit the Committee
from wing the name “NewtWatch™ as & project name.
AO 1995-9 at 6. Clearly, the name “Dump Reid” conveys “clear and unambiguous opposition to a
candidste.”

2, Even Duting the Shost Period in Which the PAC’s Foem 1 Did Not Include
Its Full Name, There is No Violation.

Even during the short period in which the PAC’s Form 1 did not include its full name, there
is no genuine violation.

First, the touchstone of 2 USC § 432(c)(4) (barring a political committee which is not an
authotized committee from including the name of any candidate in its name) is the potential for
voter confusion. As the D.C. Circuit Court of Appeals has stated, “subsection (¢)(4) is directed
solely at disclosure of whether a political committee that solicits fands from the public is part of the
suthotized campaign machinery of  candidate . . . fit requires entities to] claify | for resders and
potential contributors the candidate suthorization status of the political committees who sponsor
advertisements and fund solicitations.” Comwon Caxse . Fodern! Election Commission, 842 F.2d 436,
442 (D.C. Cir. 1988). The Comphinant has not argued, and could not possibly argue, that citizens
weze led to belicve that any “Dump Reid” communications were sponsored or suthorized by
Scaator Harry Reid.

Seond, even to the extent the Commission considers the name “Dump Reid” confusing
enough to sanction under § 432(¢)(4), the name appeared on disclaiters and on the PAC's Form 1
for & mere #hirty days. Such a minor infraction hardly warrants the Commission’s time and resources,
especially given the Commission’s scceptance of the initial Form 1. Ser saprs Section A.2 (quoting
Statements of Ressons).
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CONCLUSION
For the aforementioned reasons, we respectfully request that the Complaint be dismissed.
Dated: October 7, 2009
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POST OFFICE BOX 77472
WASHINGTON, DC 20013-7472
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YES, | WANT

TO HELP...
Enclosed is my contribution in the amount of:
0O $2% 0¢850 0 $100
O $260 0 $1,000 O $2,300
OOther$ —
Or donate by credit card:

O American Express [] Visa [1 Mastercard
Card Number

Expirstion Date SecurityCode ________
ADDRESS |
Pedarl Elosion ow requres 0 s o ot €rte 1B 283 opt o s, Pl oo, Cooummion v P o arvoer o o i

. whose coniritusions %0 cendidatas or the DUMP REID PAC encesds in 2 calender yeer.

FOR BY AND AUTHORIZED BY DUMP REID PAC AND NOT AUTHORIZED
BY ANY CANDIDATE OR CANDIDATE'S COMMITTEE. (WWW.DUMPREID.COM)
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Dump Reid - Change we REALLY can believe in!
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Change we REALLY can bellave inl
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PAID FOR BY DUMP REID PAC
AND NOT AUTHORIZED BY ANY CANDIDATE OR CANDIDATE'S COMMITTEE
A SPECIAL PROJECT OF THE DECIDEDLY UNHAPPY MAINSTREAM PATRIOTS
REJECTING EVIL-MONGERING INCOMPETENT DEMOCRATS PAC
WWW.QUMPREID.COM

http-//www.dumpreid.com/
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